


News and more News -

Welcome to Apricon II, the second convention that the Columbia
University Science Ficiton Society has held. To those who are read-
ing this after the time the convention takes place, greetings to you
also. This is our mid-year and special convention issue. We've man-
aged to put together a ten-pager, the largest so far in the newsletter's
short history. Inside we have four pages of reviews of the movie Super=-
man, which has been out for several months. There are our usual book
reviews, this time done by Bill Lancaster and Viec VeNeil. We also
have a report about Boskone, the annual convention held by the New
England Science Fiction Association during Washington's Birthday week-
end.

4 few intersting facts have_ come up this semester. Ursula K. Le-

Guin's award winning book, The Left Hand of Darkness, is on reserve

at the Barnard library for a course on SéX roles in society. This is

one of the few times that sclence fiction 'has reached such a status since
there is no SF course at any of the divisions of the university. (4 pity)
There is a tobert Silverberg attending classes at the University. We

don't know if he is any relation to the famous author and Columbia College _
slumnus, but he does write for Spectator's weekly magazine Broadway. |

The growth of the library has slowed down this month. The reason '
for this is twofold. Last month was the biggest increase in the Society's
history and also pecple are worrying about the convention and not so
much apout the library. However the catalog is back to an almost com=-
plete state.

Cur magazine, SOL III, is in its final stages of completion as I
write this. There is a distinct possibility that we will have it out
oy the convention. Most of the material is from last year, but there
are come new Dpieces, 206 FBH (the head office for Student Activities)
nas asked us to start thinking about our budget for next vear. At the
moment, it looks like there will be about the same zmount of money
ayailable to activities next year as there was this vear since the
student activities fee and the student rFovernment have not Deen approved
by the trustees as of this time. This year we received 3150 for bockeases,
:50 for speakers and $50 for office expenses (mimeo, phone, paper, etc.)
Cne thing we definitely be requesting is either a new Toom O 317 to our-
selves. The library will continue to grow and we need room for that,
and the second most active orginazation in the room we share, The Games
Club, continues to leave garbage all over the place including the selves.
1¢ one of us moves out then this problem will be solved.

We also have to start thinking about after the convention., Are we
going to have a speakers series? A book discussion group? Have a cdown-
£211 of sSauron party on Mar. o4th.? And what do we do about the profit
or lgss of the convention?

Une change in CUSFuSsing. I'll going to start typing the stencils
mvself, because it's about seven times the cost fro electrostenciling,
so we will have a Zew more typos per issue for a while. llost pages with
srtwork will still go through with electo since we don't have anyone
right now who can draw well on a stencil.

CUSFuSsing #8 is published by the Columbia lniversity Science Ficilon
Society, 317 Ferris booth Hall, Columbia University, NY, NY, 10027
CUSrussing 1is published once every three weeks Sept-May, four weeks
May-Sept, for a total of 15 per year. Copies are available for 20«,
or §2.50 for one year. Also you can donate o0 the library or Soclety,
contribute to the riewsletter or send us milk cartons or shelves.

Tezk would be nice.

Edited by Charles Seelig
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Book neviews
Fireship by Joan D. Vinge, Dell Publishing Co., Dec. 1978, »p.191, £1.75

Joan D. Vinge recently received a Hugo for her stery "Eyes of Amber.?
Now two books bearing her name have been printed in the same month.

Cne of these, Fireshiv, is composed of two unrelated "short novels."
"Fireship" first appearéd in the December 1978 issue of Analog, while
"iother and Child" first appeared in Orbit 16 in 1975.

"Fireship" is standard stuff. The idea behind the story, that of
a man linked to a computer, is hardly original, calling Michaelmas
and the comic-book Deathlok to mind. Even worse, the treatment of this’
idea has little new to offer. The lead character(s?) is propelled
through the story mostly by 1940Q's-style bravado, with perhavs a bit
of 1950's motivation (plackmail) thrown in. "Fireship" is not a bad
story; it is readable and rather entertaining. However, it'is trivial
and shouldn't have been used to lead off the book.

"hother and Child" is marvelous, and quite a surprise for the
Analog reader who just made his way through:"Fireship." The story
is set in the far future on a forgotten and isolated human colony
where mankind is divided between the Kotaane, who worship Mother Earth,
and the Neaane, who pay homage to the golden-robed gods from outer
space. It tells the story of Earth-priestess Etaa and her relationshivs
with her Kotaane husband, the king of the Neaane, and a minor god.

The way Vinge moves the story, the way she describes events, and the

way she reveals vital information; these oualities and others combine
to make this story a delight to read. It is gripring, well-told, and
highly-recommended. 1f you don't have a capy of 0Orbit 16 (alas, only
available in hardcover), pick up Fireship.

The very attractive cover is uncredited but apparently by Stevhen
Hickman. The scene is referred to in the book, but the aliens are
doubtful.

===William Lancaster

The bightmare Factor by Thomas Scortia and Frank’Rcbinson, Bantam Books

The growing trend in science fiction seems to be the disaster novel.
Uverall, their quality and style have been very poor. Eut The Night-
pare Factor is the exception to the rule. Factor uses a'rather old
plot; killer disease might wipe out mankind if cure isn't found, i.e.,
Angromeda Strain. But intriguing action, realistic scenes, and some
zuthentic science information makes for enjoyment.

There is never a dull moment ané the character development, espec-
ially for Dr. French, is excellent. The only two weaknesses are that
the male doctor hero has an obligatary affair with a beautiful woman
idoctor for no particular reason; and holds out important informetion
“yvom U.S. medies for, again, no particular reason that I can see.
Ironicelly enough, the authors of this.fine novel, Thomes Scortia znd
Frank nobinson, also wrote the horrid Glsss Inferno, which siarted the
dissster trend. MNeedless to say, they have redeemed themselves with
Faector. 1 highly recommend it.

-==Victor Mcleil




: Quack! It was just ducky.

| p%@m% --Dion Marshall 4
THE KEVI EWS

The film was definitely worth seeing once. Nau,""Hf
You are hit by the grand ovening theme; DIDNT

and it is hauntingly familiar. In fact FUPERMAN
it is one chord away from the Star Wars fAVE A cRT
theme. The part 1 liked best was when TN 3ReoKLIN
California started to sink into the ocean. nsTEAD oF

QUEEWST

-==Dani Eder

For the lzst 40 years, the Superman

WHa You _ -
~ C(ALLING A mythos has been progressively re-
yTH Bay’ complicated to the point where today's
‘ : comic product bears practically
no resemblance to the original.
Superman used to be funj with the
movie, he is once more. The Super-
man movie is Superman done as he
Literally Superman is not worth " always should have been: Superman
a fifty word review, nine will done right. Clark Kent has fun
do: silly, pompus, dull, and a outrunning 2 locomotive, a2nd he also
general waste of time. feels the anguish and frustration
of not being able to use his powers
to their fullest extent. Superman
has fantastic powers, but he is still
See it! Superman is a superb - an alien, and as such set apart from
parody at itself, and pokes fun the other inhabitznts of his a2dopted
at society today and yesterday. planet. The movie is far from
For those who blew all their money being a perfect treatment of the
on comic books, and for thase material, but it is a good start.
who didn't this is a picture I enjoyed it.
to see. -=William Lancaster

-=Alan Gerber

Cne of aAmerica's best loved fantasy heroces lives in the movie Superman.
Newcomsr Chris seeve plays the title role with such earnest ernergy an
timing that he's a strong candidate for an Osecar., (Ed, --He did not get
nominated.) Margot Kidder as Lois Lane provides great chemistry ané

fror to heeve's Clark Kent and Superman. Gene Hackman as old foe Lex
luthor and lied Beatty provide both comic relief and a challenge to Super-
mzn. ‘There zre several cameos, but they're somewhat unimportant. The
photography, lighting, music, and special effects; especially Superman's
flving is A=1 first rate. 411 in all, an enjoyment for everyone.




I've always been of the opinion that fans of a genre will alwavs enjoy
2 movie of thet genre more than the average guy. That's not to say that
others cannot join in the fun. The popularity of Star Wars certainly
disproves that. In the case of Superman, however, 1 say that Hausler's
rule is in force. The small fry and the comic book/fantagy crowd will
enjoy it more beceuse their thinking 1is unhibited by the more mundane
matters of the world. DBeing a comic bock fan, a conniseur of fantasy
and oveing young at .heart, loved Superman.

Christopher neeve ( no s mind you} was the ultimate Superman. He had
the perfect blend of innocence as Supes and clumsiness as Clark Kent.
His evil counterpart Lex Luthor played by Gene Hackman was not the usual
comic book version, but he plaved the part with the tongue-in=cheek
numor and cnarm the plot reguired. "Call me foolish. Call me irrespon-
sible." he giggles, as he explains his plot_to desiroy the West Coast.
His supporting cast, Ned beatty and Valeri Ferrine were both well done
caricatures. ocuperman's buddies were ecually well cone by lMargot Kidder
and company, but I wish people would remember that Jimmy Clsen had red
hair. :

The transitionary scences were well done and secuences, such as the baby
picking up the truck and young Clark Kent (played by Jeff East) were
hilarious. The only thing that bothered me was Krypton. Everything was
white. They should have used color and they forgot the Krvotonian head
bands. Marlon Brando was overpriced, natch.

Superman is a movie for a world that needs heroes. TFeople may argue
that heroes will ultimately let us down, but I don' think that Superman
will.. (At least not until the sequel)

-=3andy Hausler

Superman was one of the better movies of the year 1972. The special.
effects were very nice, but the most impressive part of the movie was
the careful underplaying of roles. There were many very nice effecis
such as when Clark kent ran to a telephone booth to change into Superman;
He could only find a half booth phdne. That was definitely a nice mod-
ern touch.

snristopher reeve was an excellent Superman. His good looks and en-
gaging grin, are in my opinion, very effective for playing Suverman and
the way he mutes them makes a marvelously bumbling Clark Kent,

Gene Hackman who is not a comic actor was. simply eveellent. His por-
traysl of Lex Luthor was evily nasty. He over and underplayed the role
to perfection.

“he only fault I found was in the music. Because John Williams did
the music, it seemed to me , that it was very similar to Star Wars. The
chords were often the same, with only the resclutions changed. However,
the music was very nice and enjoyable.

411 in all, I found the movie very enjovable. Indeed it was one of the
most delightful escapist movies, I have ever seen. I do reccommend it.

s -=Jana Schulman
Laif “ANE
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“hese reviews are from some of the members of the Society who gave me

any where from 5 to a couple of hundred words.
of them for their cooperation and hope that all
to contribute regular;g. (Some of these "pieces" are not serious,

why not have some fun.

When I first attended the movie Superman,
was most pleasantly surprised!
was interesting. &krypton
eously created, although the 'Fhantom Zone'

I'd like
of them will continue

to thank all
but

I was not expecting much. I
The film was well msde and as fun as it
(-That's with a 'Kry' not a 'Orif.)
could have been clarified.

was marv-—

1t wae done in traditional S.F. style, whereas the other scenes were

each done individually,
film.
you cr I -- except for Kal-El,

writing, the acting, the casting, and directing
was obvious that time was taken to get even the
and a third time wouldn't be foo many.

properly. 1 have seen 1t twice,
-=Tanira Fhoenix

From the desk of Lois Lane

i1t was his grin that captured my heart.
is the film progressed, 1 felt myself
drawn ever inward, ever deeper into his
endless blue eyes. When he flew, I
was beside him. As the kryptonite
obtained him, I felt his pain. To-
gether we flew and became one in the
clouds, one with the cosmos; never to
be parted. His strong arms surround
me and unto him I shall yield...
completely.
This is only toc maintain my
image, in case anyone was worried.

"Look, up in the sky, it's a bird, it's a
plane, no... it's some jerk in a Red, Yellow,
and Blue suit." Well. The remake of Super-
man, geared for an immature and commercial-
intoxicatéd audience was semi-adequate.
merlon brando, laughing all the way to the
bank for his walk-on part, was, actually,
rather convincing. Christopher Reeve was

a good choice for the man of chrome himself,
and the babes were suitably sexy. The spe-
cial effects were mediocre, and the plot
ridiculous. There were a few good scences,
including the ones with Brando, the heli-
ccpter where Superman was revealed and finds
manhatten phone booths inadeouate (for Under-
dog), and the touchine scence -- "Save my
motner in Hackensack." Anyway, the good
ruys won, and we're all waiting to waste

34 ,00 on the sequel.

lending a more realistic feel to the entire
At no point did the characters behave differnently then would
who was his super self.
were admirably done. It

Aside from good

smallest detail down

Lex Iuthor

T wanted his bodv. It was
strong and splendid. I
loved each bicep and sturdy
1imb of his. His deep
blue eyes drew me in...
closer and closer. When
he flew, I flew beside him.
We were twe in the wind

and clouds. And when Lois
got him I was pissed as
2ll hell.

A
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Warner Erothers, in an effort to stem off stock losses due to rumors
of mafia connections, has managed to finally push the schedule of Super-
man zhead enough to. get it out by Christmas.

In genral, it was well done, all though there were some minor flaws
and one major flaw 9dealing with the psradox of changine the vpast).

For cnce, a superhero was taken seriously, z tribute to our intelligences
by Hollywood. The movie seemed divided into three parts. The first

was the destruction of krypton, dominated by Marlon Brando's unusually
clear sounding performence and impressive special effects. It also in-
troduced the villians of the second Superman movie, though that was not
made clear.

The second part, the coming of Superman, was given a fairly straight
treatment, with light humor speckled throughout (as in young Suverman
telling his mother he was heading north and the next scene was in the
artic.) There were also in this part near references to the common know-
ledge of Superman (such as Ferry White's almost--but not guite--com-
plaints of"Don't call me chief!"™ and Superman's consternation of modern
phone booths. )

The final part, the battle with Lex Luthor, had many of virtues cof the
0ld Datman series, with almost none of the faults. Gene Hackman did a
very good job of hamming it up as the self-confident Luthor, while Valerie
Terrine did her best to give the movie its PG rating.

This final part was played more broadly than previous parts, and was
really not as successful.

The special effects were well done (although I don't believe that a
man can fly.) The film's one song ("Can You Read My Mind") was pocrly
done and superfluous, and will therefore almost certainly win an Academy
Award.

Even so, the movie does rise above its flaws, and is, in general, worth
seeing.

It's one thing to bring your favorit comic book character to life on
the television screen. Une only need mention "Wonder Woman", "The Incred-
ible Hulk", "The Man From Atlantis", ete. It's ouite another thing, how-
ever, to turnm a world famous comic strip into a full-length movie. Super-
man, the kovie, has done it though, and supirisingly well. All of Siegal's
2nd Schuster's (Superman's creators) are there, from Lois Lane and Jimmy
Clsen, to the villanous lLex Luthor. 4nd, of course, Superman--bigger
than life, and doing some prett§ believable flying. Which brings us to
the topic of special effects. uperman's flying scenes, naturally, are
the main attraction, and these are possibly the best seen in cinema vet.
Other spectacular scenes include the explosion of the plenet Krypton, the
Fortress of Solitude, and the disaster scenes, The latter are rezslis-
‘tic enough for anyone's taste. One more comment might be added, and this
concerns the characters themselves. Suvperman gives them real, down=to-earth,
individual personalities--something the comlic strip and the T.V. show never
quite managed weel enough. And it was this, if nothing else, that really
mekes Superman a movie, and not just another spectacular exhibit of swecizl
effects.




Mv Trip To Boskone or Why Fandom Is A Way of Life
by Charles Seelig -

I 1eft for DBoston Friday at noon, with a load of flyers for Apricon
and a bunch of clothes plus more money thna I had carried around with
me ever before. The bus ride was uneventful. It was an express that
stopped at Riverside Station before getting to the Greyhound terminal
in boston. 1t arrived on time.and I left for the Sheraten=-Boston,
which is located in the Frudential complex about a mile from the station.

This was the first time I had really been in Boston for at least
a vear and a half and it would be my first Eoskone in two years. Checking
in a2t the hotel was rather easy since the convention committee and the
notel nad arranged a seperate line for us. Cne troblem did occur. My
Columbia University Identification Card is not a valid I1.D. in my home
ctate of Massachusetts. That meant I had to cash, which I had planned
to do anyhow. The only thing that disturbts me is that a driver's li-
cense is needed for identification. You see, I don't drive, and in
hew fork City you don't have to kncw how to drive since the transpoer-
tation system runs 24 hours a day. But what happens when I get back
to live?

I went up to my room on the 15th floor and found out that an econ-
omy single which costs #27 per night plus tax is smaller than a Jay
single. Ah, the advantages to going to college. The room actually
wasn't bad; the bed was very comfortable.

I then went down to registration. Thies was guick since I have
paid the life membership fee and because of thst received a quickie
registration form. The system worked Very well, just trading in my
form for a packet. Ome bonus, instead of the repular grey button I
hac in my packet a gold one. Then I sat down to read the orofram
cook znd other paraphernalia. The program book was Very nice; 8% by 11,
with heavy covers. The GoH at the convention was to be Frank Herbert,
with Fark Chartrand of the Hayden Flanetarium as Science Spesker and
like Symes as Uffical Artist,

I then went back to my room and brought down my packet of flyers.
With a final attendence of at least 2000, the 125 flyers didn't last
past noon Saturday and the CUSFuSsings: lasted about half an hour.

I nad placed them on the freebie table, where there are usually a
couple of dozen flyers abolt conventions, magazines, and other science
ficiton related items. {

inother thing 1 did that night was to visit the people mover head-
guarters, wnere volunteers are sent to various parts of the con such
=s registration, panels, games, the play, movies, etc. to help out.
That night I worked at the art show putting up some of the pleces that
would be shown during the next Two days. The art show was Trobably
the best part of the convention. There was a substantial increase in
-ve number of 3-D art, including a soft sculpture scene from the White
Tracon. The Sign of the Unicorn Shop, 1ocated on Cape Cod, displaved
an amper chess set. lMichael Wnelan won first prize for best mrofessionral
while Victoria Foyser took Best Amateur honors. Much of the artwork
though, did not seem to be selling well. 1 was somewhat surprised
wren i saw the originals of the Mike Symes vportfolio only attracting
o 7ew bids. This was the first show in whiech I actuzlly bournt some
-»t. 1 bought Foglio's Children of Dune showing two kids with pails
ané shovels, the original of the cover of the first issue of Veoiece of
the Lobster done DY Stu Shiffman, and one of the pieces by Micnael
Symes done for the pre-bidding flyers of Boston in 1¢80.
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Theugh there was that shortage of money, bidding on some Dieces
was extremely neavy; 2 few reaching prices ten times the minimum bid,
Niext door to the art show was the mural and the vopular topic was
kxnocking Dattlestar Galactica. Another topic was sandworms. These
murzls were sold at the art auctionm.

I didn't buy anything at the hucksters room except for a few fan-
zines. CFErices seemed to very reasonable this rear and it was Jjammed
every time I went through. went to the evening filksineging session
Friday nignt and enjoyed myself. There were probably 150 peonle there,
so even if your voice was terrible, it didn't hurt.

Unfortunately I didn't get to visit many vanels. I did make it
for the GoH speech by fAerbert. I didn't agree with much of what he
said especially when he said Kichard Nixon wasn't fullvy to blame for
the Watergate mess and its consecuences. He szid that the people
had not given him a chance to say he blew and try and get things together.
The thing that Kennedy was able to turn the Bay of Pigs incident around
rather guickly while Nixon kept denying everything. There is a sub-
stansiz]l difference there. '

I 21s0 attended a panel where Anne McCaffrey and Gordon Dickson
talked apcut the problems of getting good cover art for their books.
leCaffrey's third book in the juvenile series on Pern, Dragondrums,
was on sale at the NESFA table., There were only 150 copies of the
book available since the official publishing date 1s next month., Her
series seems to be very popular with the people who attend Boskones
and much of the art show had dragon themes.

Movie wise the 1ineu§ was not as good as two years 2g0. Featured
were oSleeper, Forbidden Flanet, and Young Frankenstein, Maybe it's
nwecause 1 didn't see these three but instead wzatched stuff like Laser-
blast. \khrgn!) L also missed the Two Bambi shorts but did get to see
maraware Wwars and an episode of Space Fatrol.

the bidding parties were profuse Saturday night. The problem is
that I didn't learn much either there or at the panel devoted to the
bids for 1981. You see I'm not so worried about where it is as I am
who is running it. 4nd I don't know any of these people either per-
scnally or by reputation. Boston was easy since I've been to conventions
in which the people on the bidding committee had been running it.

Uoes any cne have suggestions on how to make a decision?

So instead of going to bidding psrties’ Saiurday I went to one spon-
sored by the liew Baven Society (FRED) and by New Hampshire. I stayed
up to tnree talking about any number of topics, from Columbia to

vigitirng Russia to the decline of the American economy. I hope to see
these people again soon.

The last thing I did was attend the post-mortem session on Sunday
night., It was interesting, both because of the views of the veople there
and 2lso it revealed a little mcre about the convention process. The post=
rmortem meeting is where problems and bleseings about the con are discuss-
ed.

Some general impressions, not necessarily facts. Icuanacon did not
seem well organized according to people I heard. The fringe fans, not
just Star Trek and Star Wars seem %o be inecreasing in numbers faster
fhan that of the reguiar fans. And that the Boskone committee contin-
ues to do a great job every year.

Next issue reports on Apricon I1, how to attend a convention and whatl
to do there, and & QULIZ comes back. , -
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