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The Newsletter of the Columbia Science Fiction Society

Mid-terms

A few matters should be discussed from Quandry #2. First,
Guandry has been used as a title for a previous fanzine. I
read about it in Science Fiction Review #24 (published by Rich-
ard Geis, F.0. Box 11408, Portland,Ore., 97211) in which the
fanzine Quandry was mentioned in an ad for Warhoon. Oh well,

I could have picked something like News from 317, but I just
didn't like it at all., I've decided that I'11 keep the title
the same unless there is a major conflict. The other Quandry
was mentioned as being published sometime between 1951 and 1969,
go there is a good chance there won't be two of them.

About the book reviews, I believe that they were pretty badly
written. 1 did not take the time to write them and therefore :
they ended up being confused and not fleshed out. The cther thing
that I messed up was that the title for the Bob Shaw book sheuld
be Who Goes Hﬁrg?, not Who Goes There?. The latter is a Camnbell
novellette. Yy apologies both to Ace and to the author. The
best thing I did with the book reviews was mention the cover.

I've bought a lot of books because of the cover and since it is
a part of the book it should be mentioned also. It also gives
credit to the artist. The book reviews in this issue and the
upcoming ones, if they are written by me, will be ones in vhich
I've taken some time to do it.

The following reports are taken from the October 18th meetw
ing. Our first film will be Yellow Submarine and the first epi-
sode of Flash Gordon Conguers the Universe. It will be in Woll-
man Auditorium on November 27th, The radio show is still silent
mostly because the station is. The TV show is movine in bits and

ieces as we slowly cnmejete the filming for the first episode.

e hoped for a date of Uctober 24th, but that seems to he im=
possible since we can't finish filming this week. The srowih of
the library has accelerated to the point where it will reasch the
2000 mark before the semester is completed, There is & sond chance
it could do this before the end of November. The convention vpro-
ceeds. We have received a letter from Isaac Asimov sayinz that
he will try to make the convention if he can. We should not gay
that he will absolutly be coming. The third issue of SOL III will
be out by November 15th. Fuch of the issue will be from malerial
gathered last year, with some material, like & review of The White
Q;gg%n by Anne McCaffrey, added. We will have an ad in the Co.um-

ollege T y» which is the alumni magazine. It asks for con-
tributions form the alumni of books, records, pames, ete, I have
no idea what response we will receive, since it will devend on
how many people actually read it and how many are SF fans.

I've received a flyer on Boskone XVI., The dates are from the
16th to the 18th of February at the Sheraton-Boston Hotel. DRegis-
tration rates are $8 in advance of January 15, 1979 and after that
and at the door $10. The guest of honor is Frank Herbert, the
science speaker is Mark Chartrand of the Hayden Planetarium and
the offical artist is Mike Symes. The address for the convention
is New England Science Fiction Association, Ine., Box G, Mit Branch
PO, Cambridge, MA, 02139,
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More News, Titles, and Correspondence

I have read two more notices about the o0ld Quandry in the last few
weeks. Une in the December 1976 issue of Amaging Stories was in the fanzine
review column.by Hich Srown. "She is (Lee Hoffman) best known in fandom as
having been the editor of Luandry, which is regarded bv many, this review-
er among them, as one of the finest fanzines ever published.

There are few fanzines being published today which can be compared to
Quandry. I would even so far as to sav that they can be counted on the
fingers of one thumb."

) And then we received a postcard from Robert Silverberg asking if we
had known that there was another fanzine from the early fifties ecalled
Suandry and that this had been the most famous fanzine of that era.

I get the distinct feeling that someone is trying to tell me some-
thing. So 1 do have a few choices; one I could keen the same name and hove
that no one minds, or change the title. We have had a couple of sugrestinnms,
including 'Ion Down and CUSFuSsing. We would like some more and also comments
on what we should do.

In news about the convention, we have sent out most of the letters
to proposed speakers and are completing a lsit of films for showing. When
we get these projects completed we will be ab’e to speed uvp the rest of
the projects. The radio show should start on WKCR=AM in the next few weeks.
The date and time have not been determined yet. The Socieéetv is scheduling
a party on hovember 21st from 7ovm until Ferris EBooth Hall closes, celebrating
the acquisition of our 20018t item for our 1ibrar%. Admission is limited
to the Society and their guestis and the price is %1.50 to cover the refresh-

ment costs. This is only payable in advance and you should see Dani Eder
for more information.
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Bogk Heviews
The Dosadi Hxperiment by Frank Herbert, Berkley, @?.?5, Po. 343

This is another fine book by Frank Herbert. The universe and some
of the characters are the same as in Whiopping Star, but it's not necessary
to have read the latter to enjoy the former. The plot concerns Jorj X,
lickie, the protagonist of Ehiﬁﬁing Star. This time he is sent bv Ariteh,
High Magister of the Hunning Yhylum to Dosadi to investigate whv a group of
humans and gowachin have been completely seperated from the rest of the
Consentient peoples and who has placed them on that planet.

The characters in the book all are excellent. Aliens are aliens,
and different cultures are truly different. Herbert also msnages to paint
that large background picture of Constentient society and the reoples within,
He does use the same devices as in his Dune books, the brief quotes from
various sourses, the changing viewpoints of characters, and the final conclu-
sion where all the characters come together for the fianl decision.

That in fact might be the only thing wrong with the book. After
a diet of sonatas a fugue is fefreshing to the ears. But if this ig a fault,

it's a picky one. The cover is gquite fascinating, with a two-theme revresen-
tation, but there is no mention of the artist. -

The Far Call by Gordon K. Dickson, Dell, $1.95, pp. 414

This is an expansion and gsignificantly changed novel from what was
published in Analog a few years ago. The plot concerns the first manned
voyage to liars. The voyage is funded by six nations, the U.S., the U.S.5.R.,
- Japan, Pan-Europe, the United Kingdom, and India. The U.S., economy has
greatly improved because of new economic methods and is funding a major mor-
tion of the project. All six nations however have an eonal nuber of scien-
tific experiments to conduct during the trip and all eix want to a large
number during -the early part of the voyage. This could and does create
difficulties during the flipht, until it is partiallv resvonsible for a near-
disaster, only part way through the mission.

Much of the bock is concerned with drawing the characters and in de-
veloping the conflicts between them. The characters themselves seem to come
directly from the 1970"'s, but the thing is how much would have veople changed
by the 1990's% '

' You can make comparisions between this novel and Allen Drury's The
Throne of Saturn, but the largest difference would be in the author's blas.
Yrury is unsubtle in getting his rightist viewpoint across to the reader,
while Dickson gives message positive towards the space program. And the
characters are not stereotypes in Dickson's novel and the America painted
in the background seems more real than Drury's.

I din't like the cover much, It locks like it wae painted for a
mainstream novel and the one woman-two men cover has been used so meny times
I wish it was outlawed. Uther Dell covers have been better, 1 would have
hoped they could have done a good job on this one., Though the artist's
signature is on the cover, I can't read it and there is no mention of him
on the copyright page.

1 don't have enough room for another full book review, but I would
like to mention a book I bought off the remainders at Rarnes & Noble. Super-
folks by Kobert Mayer is a novel concerning the last Suverhero on the Earth,

ndigo. His Secret identity is David PBrinkley and he has stopned his crime=-
fighting and become part of the mundare world. In New York though, the vpolice
force has resigned and the locting and rioting has begun. It is up to Indigo
to stop this. Dut can he do it? The book is filled with characters past,

and present, some fictional and some real-life. But the book is more thah

a simple comicbook, the protagionist is real and we, probably for the first
time, get to see all the sides of a superhero. The book is published by

Dial Iress and is regularly $3.95,but I got it off the rerainders for 59¢#.

Chaes Li-f
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a counle of brief
messapges. the
next igsue will
come out abhout
Thanksegiving.
and gtarting next
issue Columbia
setudents should
nick up their
copy on the
bulletin bhoard
outside %17 FBH,
anvone outside .
the University
will still get
their copy free.
if commuters
would like ue to
send compies to
their home
address, you
should send ue
a few 15¢ stamps
for the next few
issues,.

the artwork to
the left of this
is by Carol
Downing Yale '81.
and keep those
cardes and letters
coming. -



